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Councillor loses
commiittee roles

Only sanctionavailable duetolegalanomaly’

A councillor convicted
of overspending
during last year’s
elections has
been stripped of
his committee
responsibilities.

Independent councillor
AlanJackwas subjectto an
emergency motion during
Wednesday'’s full council
meeting. Italso sawleaders
callfor the closure ofalegal
loopholewhich hasallowed
the maverick politician to
remain in place.

The Almond and Earn
representative sat silently
throughoutthe proceedings
ashis colleagues supported
the motion put forward by
leader Ian Miller.

Cllr Miller said there
was no “personal malice”
in the motion but that he
feltthathe had “no option”
but to pursue it given the
circumstances.

He warned: “Without
action this could signal
a free for all for people to
breachrules for elections.

“It is with some regret
I propose this motion. If
Councillor Jack had done
the honourable action and
resigned his seat following
his conviction, itwould not
have been necessary.”

The council leader
hinted that the loophole,
which means that
councillors convicted in
such circumstances are
notrequired to step down,
should belooked at again.

“This is a highly
unsatisfactorysituation and
I think councillors should
have deep concern at this
situation,” said Cllr Miller.

“My view is that I would
have liked to have done
more, but this is the only
maximum sanction
available”

Councillor Peter Barrett
added that over and above
themotion, other steps with
regulatory bodies should
be carried out to prevent a
repeat. He also pointed out
that had the offence been
committed in England or
Wales, therenegade ex-Tory
would have been removed,
but there was said to be an
‘anomaly’ in Scots Law.

The decision was not
put to the vote, instead
councillorsverbally backed
the motion.

ClIr Jack (74), of Bridge
of Earn, was fined £450 at
Perth Sheriff Court last
month for exceeding the
maximum limit for election
expenses.

He admitted spending
£850.64 more than he
should have between March
22 and May 26 last year in
his bid to get elected as an
independent councillor.

Following Wednesday’s
meeting, Cllr Dave
Cuthbertwillnowsiton the
developmentmanagement
committee, Cllr Mike
Barnacle on enterprise
andinfrastructure and Alan
Livingstone on the Tayplan
committee.

dusted Alan Jac ,
refused to resign his -

‘It seems
candidates
can now
buy seats’

PKC’sleader wanted Clir
Alan Jacktoresign
following his election
fraud conviction.

Nolegalactioncanbe
takentoremovethe
AlmondandEarn
maverickfromofficeand
council figurehead lan
Millerfears the episode
couldleadtothe
“wholesaleabuse” of
electionexpensesinthe
future.

“Ifthis happenedin
England, hewould have
been automatically
disqualifiedasa
councillor, as the law
intended,’hesaid.

“However, thereisno
provisionforthisinthe
Scottish version of the
Representation of the
PeopleAct.Thiscreatesa
worrying precedentand
couldlead towholesale
abuseof election
expenses atthenext
local government
election.

“Thelimitson
spendingaredesigned
toensurethereisalevel
playingfieldforall
candidates.Thatmay not
bethecaseinfutureasit
seems candidatescan
now’buy’theirseatand
thenfaceafineofonly
£400with nofurther

sanction.

“This seemsridiculous
tome.Section 2.1 ofthe
Councillors’Code of
Conductstates,'You have
adutytoupholdthelaw
andactinaccordance
withthelawandthe
publictrustplacedin
you.

“Thathas clearly not
beenthecasehere.”

Theleaderof PKC's
Tory group MacRoberts
added:“Furthertothe
legal opinion thatthere
arenosanctions
availableto penalise
Councillor Alan Jack for
exceeding the maximum
amountforelection
expenses by £850-even
though this was money
from hisown pocket-
some people may think
thatitisaminormatter.

“However, thisis unfair
toall other candidates.
Wedonotwanttogetto
theposition where
peoplecanbuyelectoral
successjustbyhavinga
largewallet.

“Withnolegal
sanctionsavailableitis
now up to CouncillorJack
to consulthis conscience
asto hisfuture.”

Ex-ToryrenegadeCllr
Jackrefusedto
comment.

“This could lead towholesale
abuse of election expenses”

Ian Miller

Kids

give it

welly and
raise cash
for farmers

Youngsters at Crieff Parish
Church raised over £400
to help ‘Give Hunger the
Boot!

Children from the
Sunday school, aged three
to 11, linked their annual
harvest celebrations to a
day of welly boot inspired
activities.

Not content to leave
it there, the junior
churchgoers are off on
a Welly Walk up Crieff’s
Knock this weekend for the
fundraising appeal in aid
ofleading UK charity Farm
Africa.

Crieff Parish Church
regularly raises money
for developing countries
throughits harvest projects

and the Sunday school
kids are encouraged to
read and learn about life
in Africa.

Its sponsored walk is
part of Farm Africa’s Great
African Welly Walk.

All the money raised
will go towards Farm
Africa, a charity that
supports smallholder
African farmers, providing
them with training and
technologyso theyare able
to grow enough to eat with
surpluses sold on.

Welly good idea Kids
from Crieff Parish Church
are pictured with their
welly boot planters

Charged
with theft
of police
vehicle

APerthmanhasmade
abriefappearancein
private at the Sheriff
Courtcharged with
stealingapolicecar
fromtheforce’s Barrack
StreetHQ.

David Sneddon
Mullen (27), of Scott
Street, isalsocharged
withbreakinginand
stealing carkeysfrom
thePerthcity centre
complexonTuesday
evening.

Mullenmadenoplea
and his casewas
continued forfurther
inquiriesatthe courton
Wednesday.

Thevehicleis
understood to have
beenaMitsubishi
Outlander.

Represented bylocal
lawyer Paul Ralph,
Mullen wasremanded
in custody meantime.




